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for he had made his first machine away back in 1894.
His trouble at that time was the lack of a suitable
light-powered engine. He was obliged to use a steam-
engine which was far too heavy for his purpose.
Despite this he showed, in his experiments, quite
clearly that the machine he had constructed had the
power to lift, although the machine would have been
very unstable if it had been permitted to rise into the
air.

Later in 1909 he built a very large machine which
had a span of more than 40 feet. He employed a
large number of workmen on his experiments, for he
apparently had considerable capital, the result of his
other inventions. His machine had three propellers, a
small one fitted to the motor-shaft, and the other two
on either side and about 25 feet apart. The engine
he used was a petrol-motor with four cylinders, and
weighed complete only 220 Ib. I thought that the
design of his propellers was interesting, but his machine
lacked stable qualities. The engine, petrol-tank, and
the pilot were considerably below the centre of
sustentation. The machine was also far too heavy.

A highly interesting machine that made its appear-
ance in the early days was one constructed by Captain
J. W. Dunne, who carried out his experiments at
Eastchurch. This was in 1909. His machine was
tail-less, and Dunne had concentrated on the problem
of stability. He had made his machine with the
shape like a very broad 'V.' I thought it was an
excellent idea and had, in fact, made some of my own
models on similar lines. I have found that when
aeroplane-wings have the merest sweep-back that
extraordinary stability can be secured. Most experi-
ments in this direction go wrong because there is too
great a sweep-back of the wings. In this connection
Captain Railton-Holden has produced an excellent
model aeroplane (it is sold by most of the big stores)